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PARTI
ITEM 1. BUSINESS
The Company

Lakeland Financial Corporation (“Lakeland Financial”), an Indiana corporation incorporated in 1983, is a bank holding
company headquartered in Warsaw, Indiana that provides, through its wholly-owned subsidiary Lake City Bank (the
“Bank” and together with Lakeland Financial, the “Company”), a broad array of products and services throughout its
Northern and Central Indiana markets. The Company offers commercial and consumer banking services, as well as
trust and wealth management, brokerage, and treasury management commercial services. The Company serves a wide
variety of industries including, among others, manufacturing, agriculture, construction, retail, services, health care and
transportation. The Company’s customer base is similarly diverse. The Company is not dependent upon any single
industry or customer. At December 31, 2014, Lakeland Financial had consolidated total assets of $3.4 billion and was
the fourth largest independent bank holding company headquartered in the State of Indiana.

Company’s Business. The Company is a bank holding company as defined in the Bank Holding Company Act of 1956,
as amended. The Company owns all of the outstanding stock of the Bank, a full-service commercial bank organized
under Indiana law. The Company conducts no business except that incident to its ownership of the outstanding stock
of the Bank and the operation of the Bank. Although Lakeland Financial is a corporate entity, legally separate and
distinct from its affiliates, bank holding companies such as Lakeland Financial are required to act as a source of
financial strength for their subsidiary banks. The principal source of Lakeland Financial’s income is dividends from the
Bank. There are certain regulatory restrictions on the extent to which subsidiary banks can pay dividends or otherwise
supply funds to their holding companies. See the section captioned “Supervision and Regulation” below for further
discussion of these matters. Lakeland Financial’s executive offices are located at 202 East Center Street, Warsaw,
Indiana 46580, and its telephone number is (574) 267-6144.

Bank’s Business. The Bank was originally organized in 1872 and has continuously operated under the laws of the State
of Indiana since its organization. As of December 31, 2014, the Bank had 46 offices in fourteen counties throughout
Northern and Central Indiana. The Bank’s deposits are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (the
“FDIC”). The Bank’s activities cover all phases of commercial banking, including deposit products, commercial and
consumer lending, retail and merchant credit card services, corporate treasury management services, and wealth
advisory, trust and brokerage services.

The Bank’s business strategy is focused on building long-term relationships with its customers based on top quality
service, high ethical standards and safe and sound lending. The Bank operates as a community-based financial
services organization augmented by experienced, centralized support in select critical areas. The Bank’s local market
orientation is reflected in its regional management, which divides the Bank’s market area into five distinct geographic
regions each headed by a retail and commercial regional manager. This arrangement allows decision making to be as
close to the customer as possible and enhances responsiveness to local banking needs. Despite this local market,
community-based focus, the Bank offers many of the products and services available at much larger regional and
national competitors. While our strategy encompasses all phases of traditional community banking, including
consumer lending and wealth advisory and trust services, we focus on building expansive commercial relationships
and developing retail and commercial deposit gathering strategies through relationship-based client services.
Substantially all of the Bank’s assets and income are located in and derived from the United States. At December 31,
2014, the Company had 496 full-time equivalent employees. The Company is not a party to any collective bargaining
agreements, and employee relations are considered good.
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Operating Segments. The Company’s chief decision-makers monitor and evaluate financial performance on a
Company-wide basis. All of the Company’s financial service operations are similar and considered by management to
be aggregated into one reportable operating segment. While the Company has assigned certain management
responsibilities by region and business-line, the Company’s chief decision-makers monitor and evaluate financial
performance on a Company-wide basis. The majority of the Company’s revenue is from the business of banking and
the Company’s assigned regions have similar economic characteristics, products, services and customers. Accordingly,
all of the Company’s operations are considered by management to be aggregated in one reportable operating segment.

Expansion Strategy. Since 1990, the Company has expanded from 17 offices in four Indiana counties to 46 branches

in fourteen Indiana counties primarily through de novo branching. During this period, the Company has grown its
assets from $286 million to $3.4 billion, an increase of 1,104%. Mergers and acquisitions have not played a role in

this growth as the Company’s expansion strategy has been driven by organic growth. The Company has opened four de
novo branches in the past five years.

Over the past fifteen years, the Company has primarily targeted growth in the larger cities located in Northern Indiana
and the Indianapolis market in Central Indiana. The Company believes these areas offer above average growth
potential with attractive demographics and potential for commercial lending opportunities. The Company considers
expanding into a market when the Company believes that market would be receptive to its strategic plan to deliver
broad-based financial services with a commitment to local communities. When entering new markets, the Company
believes it is critical to attract experienced local management and staff with a similar philosophy in order to provide a
basis for success. The Company previously announced plans to build a fourth de novo office in Indianapolis, as well
as to lease office space in downtown Fort Wayne upon completion of a major construction project currently
underway. The Company does not currently have any definitive understandings or agreements for any acquisitions.
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Competition. The financial services industry is highly competitive. Competition is based on a number of factors
including, among others, customer service, quality and range of products and services offered, price, reputation,
interest rates on loans and deposits, lending limits and customer convenience. Our competitors include banks, thrifts,
credit unions, farm credit services, finance companies, personal loan companies, brokerage firms, investment
companies, insurance companies, mortgage banking companies, credit card issuers, mutual fund companies and
e-commerce and other internet-based companies offering financial services. Many of these competitors enjoy fewer
regulatory constraints and some may have lower cost structures.

Forward-looking Statements

This document (including information incorporated by reference) contains, and future oral and written statements of

the Company and its management may contain, forward-looking statements, within the meaning of such term in the

Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, with respect to the financial condition, results of operations, plans,
objectives, future performance and business of the Company. Forward-looking statements, which may be based upon

beliefs, expectations and assumptions of the Company’s management and on information currently available to

management, are generally identifiable by the use of words such as “believe,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “plan,” “intend,” “estima
“may,” “will,” “would,” “could,” “should” or other similar expressions. Additionally, all statements in this document, includin;
forward-looking statements, speak only as of the date they are made, and the Company undertakes no obligation to

update any statement in light of new information or future events.

29 ¢ LT3

The Company’s ability to predict results or the actual effect of future plans or strategies is inherently uncertain. The
factors, which could have a material adverse effect on the operations and future prospects of the Company and its
subsidiaries, are detailed in the “Risk Factors” section included under Item 1A. of Part I of this Form 10-K. In addition
to the risk factors described in that section, there are other factors that may impact any public company, including
ours, which could have a material adverse effect on the operations and future prospects of the Company and its
subsidiaries. These additional factors include, but are not limited to, the following:

ethe effects of future economic, business and market conditions and changes, both domestic and foreign, including
seasonality;

o governmental monetary and fiscal policies;

e legislative and regulatory changes, including changes in banking, securities and tax laws and regulations and their
application by our regulators;

echanges in the scope and cost of FDIC insurance, the state of Indiana’s Public Deposit Insurance Fund and other
coverages;

. changes in accounting policies, rules and practices;

ethe risks of changes in interest rates on the levels, composition and costs of deposits, loan demand, and the values
and liquidity of loan collateral, securities and other interest sensitive assets and liabilities;

ethe failure of assumptions and estimates underlying the establishment of reserves for possible loan losses and other
estimates;

o changes in borrowers’ credit risks and payment behaviors;

. changes in the availability and cost of credit and capital in the financial markets;



Edgar Filing: LAKELAND FINANCIAL CORP - Form 10-K

o changes in the prices, values and sales volumes of residential and commercial real estate;

ethe effects of competition from a wide variety of local, regional, national and other providers of financial,
investment and insurance services;

ethe risks of mergers, acquisitions and divestitures, including, without limitation, the related time and costs of
implementing such transactions, integrating operations as part of these transactions and possible failures to achieve
expected gains, revenue growth and/or expense savings from such transactions;

e  changes in technology or products that may be more difficult, costly or less effective than anticipated;
ethe effects of war or other conflicts, acts of terrorism or other catastrophic events, including storms, droughts,

tornados and flooding, that may affect general economic conditions, including agricultural production and demand
and prices for agricultural goods and land used for agricultural purposes, generally and in our markets;
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ethe failure of assumptions and estimates used in our reviews of our loan portfolio and our analysis of our capital
position;

e cyber-security risks and or cyber-security damage that could result from attacks on networks or data of the
Company; and

° other factors and risks described under “Risk Factors™ herein.

These risks and uncertainties should be considered in evaluating forward-looking statements and undue reliance
should not be placed on such statements. For additional information regarding these and other risks, uncertainties and
other factors, please review the disclosure in this annual report under “Risk Factors.”

Internet Website

The Company maintains an internet site at www.lakecitybank.com. The Company makes available free of charge in
the Investor Relations section on this site its annual report on Form 10-K, quarterly reports on Form 10-Q, current
reports on Form 8-K and other reports filed or furnished pursuant to Section 13(a) or 15(d) of the Securities Exchange
Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”), as soon as reasonably practicable after it electronically files such
material with, or furnishes it to, the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”). All such documents filed with
the SEC are also available for free on the SEC’s website (www.sec.gov). The Company’s Articles of Incorporation,
Bylaws, Code of Conduct and the charters of its various committees of the Board of Directors are also available on the
website.

SUPERVISION AND REGULATION
General

Financial institutions, their holding companies and their affiliates are extensively regulated under federal and state
law. As a result, the growth and earnings performance of the Company may be affected not only by management
decisions and general economic conditions, but also by requirements of federal and state statutes and by the
regulations and policies of various bank regulatory agencies, including the Indiana Department of Financial
Institutions (the “DFI”), the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (the “Federal Reserve”), the FDIC and the
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection (the “CFPB”). Furthermore, taxation laws administered by the Internal
Revenue Service and state taxing authorities, accounting rules developed by the Financial Accounting Standards
Board, securities laws administered by the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”) and state securities
authorities, and anti-money laundering laws enforced by the U.S. Department of the Treasury (the “Treasury”) have an
impact on the business of the Company. The effect of these statutes, regulations, regulatory policies and accounting
rules are significant to the operations and results of the Company and Bank, and the nature and extent of future
legislative, regulatory or other changes affecting financial institutions are impossible to predict with any certainty.

Federal and state banking laws impose a comprehensive system of supervision, regulation and enforcement on the
operations of financial institutions, their holding companies and affiliates that is intended primarily for the protection
of the FDIC-insured deposits and depositors of banks, rather than shareholders. These federal and state laws, and the
regulations of the bank regulatory agencies issued under them, affect, among other things, the scope of business, the
kinds and amounts of investments banks may make, reserve requirements, capital levels relative to operations, the
nature and amount of collateral for loans, the establishment of branches, the ability to merge, consolidate and acquire,
dealings with insiders and affiliates and the payment of dividends.
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This supervisory and regulatory framework subjects banks and bank holding companies to regular examination by
their respective regulatory agencies, which results in examination reports and ratings that are not publicly available
and that can impact the conduct and growth of their business. These examinations consider not only compliance with
applicable laws and regulations, but also capital levels, asset quality and risk, management ability and performance,
earnings, liquidity and various other factors. The regulatory agencies generally have broad discretion to impose
restrictions and limitations on the operations of a regulated entity where the agencies determine, among other things,
that such operations are unsafe or unsound, fail to comply with applicable laws or are otherwise inconsistent with laws
and regulations or with the supervisory policies of these agencies.

The following is a summary of the material elements of the supervisory and regulatory framework applicable to the
Company and the Bank. It does not describe all of the statutes, regulations and regulatory policies that apply, nor does
it restate all of the requirements of those that are described. The descriptions are qualified in their entirety by reference
to the particular statutory and regulatory provision.

Financial Regulatory Reform

On July 21, 2010, President Obama signed the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act (the
“Dodd-Frank Act”) into law. The Dodd-Frank Act represented a sweeping reform of the U.S. supervisory and regulatory
framework applicable to financial institutions and capital markets in the wake of the global financial crisis, certain
aspects of which are described below in more detail. In particular, and among other things, the Dodd-Frank Act:
created a Financial Stability Oversight Council as part of a regulatory structure for identifying emerging systemic
risks and improving interagency cooperation; created the CFPB, which is authorized to regulate providers of
consumer credit, savings, payment and other consumer financial products and services; narrowed the scope of federal
preemption of state consumer laws enjoyed by national banks and federal savings associations and expanded the
authority of state attorneys general to bring actions to enforce federal consumer protection legislation; imposed more
stringent capital requirements on bank holding companies and subjected certain activities, including interstate mergers
and acquisitions, to heightened capital conditions; with respect to mortgage lending, (i) significantly

expanded requirements applicable to loans secured by 1-4 family residential real property, (ii) imposed strict rules on
mortgage servicing, and (iii) required the originator of a securitized loan, or the sponsor of a securitization, to retain at
least 5% of the credit risk of securitized exposures unless the underlying exposures are qualified residential mortgages
or meet certain underwriting standards; repealed the prohibition on the payment of interest on business checking
accounts; restricted the interchange fees payable on debit card transactions for issuers with $10 billion in assets or
greater; in the so-called “Volcker Rule,” subject to numerous exceptions, prohibited depository institutions and affiliates
from certain investments in, and sponsorship of, hedge funds and private equity funds and from engaging in
proprietary trading; provided for enhanced regulation of advisers to private funds and of the derivatives markets;
enhanced oversight of credit rating agencies; and prohibited banking agency requirements tied to credit ratings. These
statutory changes shifted the regulatory framework for financial institutions, impacted the way in which they do
business and have the potential to constrain revenues.

5
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Numerous provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act were required to be implemented through rulemaking by the appropriate
federal regulatory agencies. Many of the required regulations have been issued and others have been released for
public comment, but are not yet final. Although the reforms primarily targeted systemically important financial
service providers, their influence is expected to filter down in varying degrees to smaller institutions over time.
Management of the Company and the Bank will continue to evaluate the effect of the Dodd-Frank Act; however, in
many respects, the ultimate impact of the Dodd-Frank Act will not be fully known for years, and no current assurance
may be given that the Dodd-Frank Act, or any other new legislative changes, will not have a negative impact on the
results of operations and financial condition of the Company and the Bank.

The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital

Regulatory capital represents the net assets of a financial institution available to absorb losses. Because of the risks
attendant to their business, depository institutions are generally required to hold more capital than other businesses,
which directly affects earnings capabilities. While capital has historically been one of the key measures of the
financial health of both bank holding companies and banks, its role has become fundamentally more important in the
wake of the global financial crisis, as the banking regulators recognized that the amount and quality of capital held by
banks prior to the crisis was insufficient to absorb losses during periods of severe stress. Certain provisions of the
Dodd-Frank Act and Basel 111, discussed below, establish strengthened capital standards for banks and bank holding
companies, require more capital to be held in the form of common stock and disallow certain funds from being
included in capital determinations. Once fully implemented, these standards will represent regulatory capital
requirements that are meaningfully more stringent than those in place previously.

The Company and Bank Required Capital Levels. Bank holding companies have had to comply with less stringent
capital standards than their bank subsidiaries and have been able to raise capital with hybrid instruments such as trust
preferred securities. The Dodd-Frank Act mandated the Federal Reserve to establish minimum capital levels for bank
holding companies on a consolidated basis as stringent as those required for insured depository institutions. As a
consequence, the components of holding company permanent capital known as “Tier 1 Capital” were restricted to those
capital instruments that are considered to be Tier 1 Capital for insured depository institutions. A result of this change
is that the proceeds of hybrid instruments, such as trust preferred securities, are being excluded from Tier 1 Capital
over a phase-out period. However, if such securities were issued prior to May 19, 2010 by bank holding companies
with less than $15 billion of assets as of December 31, 2009, they may be retained as Tier I Capital subject to certain
restrictions. Because the Company had assets of less than $15 billion, it was able to meet the requirements and
maintain its trust preferred proceeds as Tier 1 Capital but will have to comply with the revised capital mandates in
other respects and will not be able to raise Tier 1 Capital in the future through the issuance of trust preferred
securities.

The minimum capital standards effective for the year ended December 31, 2014 were:

¢ A leverage requirement, consisting of a minimum ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total adjusted book assets of 3% for the
most highly-rated banks with a minimum requirement of at least 4% for all others, and

® A risk-based capital requirement, consisting of a minimum ratio of Total Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 8%
and a minimum ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 4%.

For these purposes, “Tier 1 Capital” consisted primarily of common stock, noncumulative perpetual preferred stock
and related surplus less intangible assets (other than certain loan servicing rights and purchased credit card
relationships). “Total Capital” consisted primarily of Tier 1 Capital plus “Tier 2 Capital,” which included other
non-permanent capital items, such as certain other debt and equity instruments that do not qualify as Tier 1 Capital,
and a portion of the Bank’s allowance for loan and lease losses. Further, risk-weighted assets for the purpose of the
risk-weighted ratio calculations were balance sheet assets and off-balance sheet exposures to which required risk

10
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The capital standards described above are minimum requirements and were increased beginning January 1, 2015
under Basel 111, as discussed below. Bank regulatory agencies uniformly encourage banks and bank holding
companies to be “well-capitalized” and, to that end, federal law and regulations provide various incentives for banking
organizations to maintain regulatory capital at levels in excess of minimum regulatory requirements. For example, a
banking organization that is “well-capitalized” may: (i) qualify for exemptions from prior notice or application
requirements otherwise applicable to certain types of activities; (ii) qualify for expedited processing of other required
notices or applications; and (iii) accept roll-over or renew brokered deposits. Under the capital regulations of the
FDIC and Federal Reserve, in order to be “well-capitalized,” a banking organization, for the year ended December 31,
2014, must have maintained:

. A leverage ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total assets of 5% or greater,
o A ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 6% or greater, and
. A ratio of Total Capital to total risk-weighted assets of 10% or greater.

The FDIC and Federal Reserve guidelines also provide that banks and bank holding companies experiencing internal
growth or making acquisitions would be expected to maintain capital positions substantially above the minimum
supervisory levels without significant reliance on intangible assets. Furthermore, the guidelines indicate that the
agencies will continue to consider a “tangible Tier 1 leverage ratio” (deducting all intangibles) in evaluating proposals
for expansion or to engage in new activities.

Higher capital levels could also be required if warranted by the particular circumstances or risk profile of individual
banking organizations. For example, the Federal Reserve’s capital guidelines contemplate that additional capital may
be required to take adequate account of, among other things, interest rate risk, or the risks posed by concentrations of
credit, nontraditional activities or securities trading activities. Further, any banking organization experiencing or
anticipating significant growth would be expected to maintain capital ratios, including tangible capital positions (i.e.,
Tier 1 Capital less all intangible assets), well above the minimum levels.

Prompt Corrective Action. A banking organization’s capital plays an important role in connection with regulatory
enforcement as well. Federal law provides the federal banking regulators with broad power to take prompt corrective
action to resolve the problems of undercapitalized institutions. The extent of the regulators’ powers depends on
whether the institution in question is “adequately capitalized,” “undercapitalized,” “significantly undercapitalized” or
“critically undercapitalized,” in each case as defined by regulation. Depending upon the capital category to which an
institution is assigned, the regulators’ corrective powers include: (i) requiring the institution to submit a capital
restoration plan; (ii) limiting the institution’s asset growth and restricting its activities; (iii) requiring the institution to
issue additional capital stock (including additional voting stock) or to sell itself; (iv) restricting transactions between
the institution and its affiliates; (v) restricting the interest rate that the institution may pay on deposits; (vi) ordering a
new election of directors of the institution; (vii) requiring that senior executive officers or directors be dismissed; (viii)
prohibiting the institution from accepting deposits from correspondent banks; (ix) requiring the institution to divest
certain subsidiaries; (x) prohibiting the payment of principal or interest on subordinated debt; and (xi) ultimately,
appointing a receiver for the institution.

As of December 31, 2014: (i) the Bank was not subject to a directive from its regulatory agencies to increase its
capital and (ii) the Bank was “well-capitalized,” as defined by Federal Reserve regulations. As of December 31, 2014,
the Company had regulatory capital in excess of the Federal Reserve’s requirements and met the Dodd-Frank Act
requirements.

The Basel International Capital Accords. The risk-based capital guidelines described above are based upon the 1988
capital accord known as “Basel I’ adopted by the international Basel Committee on Banking Supervision, a committee
of central banks and bank supervisors, as implemented by the U.S. federal banking regulators on an interagency basis.
In 2008, the banking agencies collaboratively began to phase-in capital standards based on a second capital accord,

12
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referred to as “Basel II,” for large or “core” international banks (generally defined for U.S. purposes as having total assets
of $250 billion or more, or consolidated foreign exposures of $10 billion or more). Basel II emphasized internal
assessment of credit, market and operational risk, as well as supervisory assessment and market discipline in

determining minimum capital requirements.

On September 12, 2010, the Group of Governors and Heads of Supervision, the oversight body of the Basel
Committee on Banking Supervision, announced agreement on a strengthened set of capital requirements for banking
organizations around the world, known as Basel III, to address deficiencies recognized in connection with the global
financial crisis. Basel III was intended to be effective globally on January 1, 2013, with phase-in of certain elements
continuing until January 1, 2019, and it is currently effective in many countries.

U.S. Implementation of Basel III. In July of 2013, the U.S. federal banking agencies approved the implementation of
the Basel III regulatory capital reforms in pertinent part, and, at the same time, promulgated rules effecting certain
changes required by the Dodd-Frank Act (the “Basel III Rule”). In contrast to capital requirements previously, which
were in the form of guidelines, Basel III was released in the form of regulations by each of the federal regulatory
agencies. The Basel III Rule is applicable to all financial institutions that are subject to minimum capital requirements,
including federal and state banks and savings and loan associations, as well as to bank and savings and loan holding
companies other than “small bank holding companies” (generally bank holding companies with consolidated assets of
less than $1 billion).

13
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The Basel III Rule not only increased most of the required minimum capital ratios as of January 1, 2015, but it
introduced the concept of “Common Equity Tier 1 Capital,” which consists primarily of common stock, related surplus
(net of Treasury stock), retained earnings, and Common Equity Tier 1 minority interests, subject to certain regulatory
adjustments. The Basel III Rule also established more stringent criteria for instruments to be considered “Additional
Tier 1 Capital” (Tier 1 Capital in addition to Common Equity) and Tier 2 Capital. A number of instruments that
qualified as Tier 1 Capital will not qualify, or their qualifications will change. For example, cumulative preferred
stock and certain hybrid capital instruments, including trust preferred securities, will no longer qualify as Tier 1
Capital of any kind, with the exception, subject to certain restrictions, of such instruments issued before May 10,
2010, by bank holding companies with total consolidated assets of less than $15 billion as of December 31, 2009. For
those institutions, trust preferred securities and other nonqualifying capital instruments currently included in
consolidated Tier 1 Capital were permanently grandfathered under the Basel III Rule, subject to certain restrictions.
Noncumulative perpetual preferred stock, which formerly qualified as simple Tier 1 Capital, will not qualify as
Common Equity Tier 1 Capital, but will instead qualify as Additional Tier 1 Capital. The Basel III Rule also
constrained the inclusion of minority interests, mortgage-servicing assets and deferred tax assets in capital and
requires deductions from Common Equity Tier 1 Capital in the event that such assets exceed a certain percentage of a
banking institution’s Common Equity Tier 1 Capital.

As of January 1, 2015, the Basel III Rule requires:

o A new minimum ratio of Common Equity Tier 1 Capital to risk-weighted assets of 4.5%;
o An increase in the minimum required amount of Tier 1 Capital to 6% of risk-weighted assets;
¢ A continuation of the current minimum required amount of Total Capital (Tier 1 plus Tier 2) at 8% of risk-weighted
assets; and
. A minimum leverage ratio of Tier 1 Capital to total assets equal to 4% in all circumstances.

The Basel III Rule maintained the general structure of the prompt corrective action framework, while incorporating
the increased requirements and adding the Common Equity Tier 1 Capital ratio. In order to be “well-capitalized” under
the new regime, a depository institution must maintain a Common Equity Tier 1 Capital ratio of 6.5% or more; a Tier
1 Capital ratio of 8% or more; a Total Capital ratio of 10% or more; and a leverage ratio of 5% or more.

In addition, institutions that seek the freedom to make capital distributions (including for dividends and repurchases of
stock) and pay discretionary bonuses to executive officers without restriction must also maintain 2.5% of
risk-weighted assets in Common Equity Tier 1 attributable to a capital conservation buffer to be phased in over three
years beginning in 2016. The purpose of the conservation buffer is to ensure that banking institutions maintain a
buffer of capital that can be used to absorb losses during periods of financial and economic stress. Factoring in the
fully phased-in conservation buffer increases the minimum ratios depicted above to 7% for Common Equity Tier 1,
8.5% for Tier 1 Capital and 10.5% for Total Capital. The leverage ratio is not impacted by the conservation buffer,
and a banking institution may be considered well-capitalized while remaining out of compliance with the capital
conservation buffer.

As discussed above, most of the capital requirements are based on a ratio of specific types of capital to “risk-weighted
assets.” Not only did Basel III change the components and requirements of capital, but, for nearly every class of
financial assets, the Basel III Rule requires a more complex, detailed and calibrated assessment of credit risk and
calculation of risk weightings. While Basel III would have changed the risk weighting for residential mortgage loans
based on loan-to-value ratios and certain product and underwriting characteristics, there was concern in the United
States that the proposed methodology for risk weighting residential mortgage exposures and the higher risk weightings
for certain types of mortgage products would increase costs to consumers and reduce their access to mortgage credit.
As a result, the Basel III Rule did not effect this change, and banking institutions will continue to apply a risk weight
of 50% or 100% to their exposure from residential mortgages.
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Furthermore, there was significant concern noted by the financial industry in connection with the Basel III rulemaking
as to the proposed treatment of accumulated other comprehensive income (“AOCI”). Basel III requires unrealized gains
and losses on available-for-sale securities to flow through to regulatory capital as opposed to the previous treatment,
which neutralized such effects. Recognizing the problem for community banks, the U.S. bank regulatory agencies
adopted the Basel III Rule with a one-time election for smaller institutions like the Company and the Bank to opt-out
of including most elements of AOCI in regulatory capital. This opt-out, which must be made in the first quarter of
2015, would exclude from regulatory capital both unrealized gains and losses on available-for-sale debt securities and
accumulated net gains and losses on cash-flow hedges and amounts attributable to defined benefit post-retirement
plans. The Company and the Bank expect to make this election to avoid variations in the level of their capital
depending on fluctuations in the fair value of their securities portfolio.

Banking institutions (except for large, internationally active financial institutions) became subject to the Basel III Rule
on January 1, 2015, and both the Company and the Bank are currently in compliance with the new required ratios.
There are separate phase-in/phase-out periods for: (i) the capital conservation buffer; (ii) regulatory capital
adjustments and deductions; (iii) nonqualifying capital instruments; and (iv) changes to the prompt corrective action
rules. The phase-in periods commence on January 1, 2016 and extend until 2019.

The Company

General. The Company, as the sole shareholder of the Bank, is a bank holding company. As a bank holding company,
the Company is registered with, and is subject to regulation by, the Federal Reserve under the Bank Holding Company
Act of 1956, as amended (the “BHCA?”). In accordance with Federal Reserve policy, and as now codified by the
Dodd-Frank Act, the Company is legally obligated to act as a source of financial strength to the Bank and to commit
resources to support the Bank in circumstances where the Company might not otherwise do so. Under the BHCA, the
Company is subject to periodic examination by the Federal Reserve. The Company is required to file with the Federal
Reserve periodic reports of the Company’s operations and such additional information regarding the Company and its
subsidiaries as the Federal Reserve may require. The Company is also subject to regulation by the DFI under Indiana
law.
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Acquisitions, Activities and Change in Control. The primary purpose of a bank holding company is to control and
manage banks. The BHCA generally requires the prior approval of the Federal Reserve for any merger involving a
bank holding company or any acquisition by a bank holding company of another bank or bank holding company.
Subject to certain conditions (including deposit concentration limits established by the BHCA and the Dodd-Frank
Act), the Federal Reserve may allow a bank holding company to acquire banks located in any state of the United
States. In approving interstate acquisitions, the Federal Reserve is required to give effect to applicable state law
limitations on the aggregate amount of deposits that may be held by the acquiring bank holding company and its
insured depository institution affiliates in the state in which the target bank is located (provided that those limits do
not discriminate against out-of-state depository institutions or their holding companies) and state laws that require that
the target bank have been in existence for a minimum period of time (not to exceed five years) before being acquired
by an out-of-state bank holding company. Furthermore, in accordance with the Dodd-Frank Act, bank holding
companies must be well-capitalized and well-managed in order to effect interstate mergers or acquisitions. For a
discussion of the capital requirements, see ‘“The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital” above.

The BHCA generally prohibits the Company from acquiring direct or indirect ownership or control of more than 5%

of the voting shares of any company that is not a bank and from engaging in any business other than that of banking,
managing and controlling banks or furnishing services to banks and their subsidiaries. This general prohibition is
subject to a number of exceptions. The principal exception allows bank holding companies to engage in, and to own
shares of companies engaged in, certain businesses found by the Federal Reserve prior to November 11, 1999 to be “so
closely related to banking ... as to be a proper incident thereto.” This authority would permit the Company to engage in
a variety of banking-related businesses, including the ownership and operation of a savings association, or any entity
engaged in consumer finance, equipment leasing, the operation of a computer service bureau (including software
development) and mortgage banking and brokerage. The BHCA generally does not place territorial restrictions on the
domestic activities of nonbank subsidiaries of bank holding companies.

Additionally, bank holding companies that meet certain eligibility requirements prescribed by the BHCA and elect to
operate as financial holding companies may engage in, or own shares in companies engaged in, a wider range of
nonbanking activities, including securities and insurance underwriting and sales, merchant banking and any other
activity that the Federal Reserve, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, determines by regulation or order
is financial in nature or incidental to any such financial activity or that the Federal Reserve determines by order to be
complementary to any such financial activity and does not pose a substantial risk to the safety or soundness of
depository institutions or the financial system generally. The Company elected to, and continues to operate as, a
financial holding company. Maintaining financial holding company status requires that the Bank remain
“well-capitalized” and “well-managed” as defined by regulation and maintain at least a “satisfactory” rating under the
Community Reinvestment Act. In addition, under the Dodd-Frank Act, the Company must also remain
well-capitalized and well-managed to maintain its financial holding company status. If the Company or the Bank fails
to continue to meet these requirements, the Company could be subject to restrictions on new activities and
acquisitions and/or be required to cease and possibly divest of operations that conduct existing activities that are not
permissible for a bank holding company that is not a financial holding company.

Federal law also prohibits any person or company from acquiring “control” of an FDIC-insured depository institution or
its holding company without prior notice to the appropriate federal bank regulator. “Control” is conclusively presumed
to exist upon the acquisition of 25% or more of the outstanding voting securities of a bank or bank holding company,
but may arise under certain circumstances between 10% and 24.99% ownership.

Capital Requirements. Bank holding companies are required to maintain capital in accordance with Federal Reserve

capital adequacy requirements, as affected by the Dodd-Frank Act and Basel III. For a discussion of capital
requirements, see “—The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital” above.
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Dividend Payments. The Company’s ability to pay dividends to its shareholders may be affected by both general
corporate law considerations and policies of the Federal Reserve applicable to bank holding companies. As an Indiana
corporation, the Company is subject to the limitations of the Indiana General Business Corporation Law, which
prohibit the Company from paying dividends if the Company is, or by payment of the dividend would become,
insolvent, or if the payment of dividends would render the Company unable to pay its debts as they become due in the
usual course of business. In addition, under the Basel III Rule, institutions that seek the freedom to pay dividends will
have to maintain 2.5% in Common Equity Tier 1 attributable to the capital conservation buffer to be phased in over
three years beginning in 2016. See “—The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital” above.

As a general matter, the Federal Reserve has indicated that the board of directors of a bank holding company should
eliminate, defer or significantly reduce dividends to shareholders if: (i) the company’s net income available to
shareholders for the past four quarters, net of dividends previously paid during that period, is not sufficient to fully
fund the dividends; (ii) the prospective rate of earnings retention is inconsistent with the company’s capital needs and
overall current and prospective financial condition; or (iii) the company will not meet, or is in danger of not meeting,
its minimum regulatory capital adequacy ratios. The Federal Reserve also possesses enforcement powers over bank
holding companies and their non-bank subsidiaries to prevent or remedy actions that represent unsafe or unsound
practices or violations of applicable statutes and regulations. Among these powers is the ability to proscribe the
payment of dividends by banks and bank holding companies.
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Federal Securities Regulation. The Company’s common stock is registered with the SEC under the Securities Act of
1933, as amended, and the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”). Consequently, the
Company is subject to the information, proxy solicitation, insider trading and other restrictions and requirements of
the SEC under the Exchange Act.

Corporate Governance. The Dodd-Frank Act addresses many investor protection, corporate governance and executive
compensation matters that will affect most U.S. publicly traded companies. The Dodd-Frank Act will increase
stockholder influence over boards of directors by requiring companies to give stockholders a non-binding vote on
executive compensation and so-called “golden parachute” payments, and authorizing the SEC to promulgate rules that
would allow stockholders to nominate and solicit voters for their own candidates using a company’s proxy materials.
The legislation also directs the Federal Reserve to promulgate rules prohibiting excessive compensation paid to
executives of bank holding companies, regardless of whether such companies are publicly traded.

The Bank

General. The Bank is an Indiana-chartered bank, the deposit accounts of which are insured by the Deposit Insurance
Fund (“the DIF”) to the maximum extent provided under federal law and FDIC regulations. The Bank is also a member
of the Federal Reserve System (a “member bank™). As an Indiana-chartered, FDIC-insured member bank, the Bank is
presently subject to the examination, supervision, reporting and enforcement requirements of the DFI, the chartering
authority for Indiana banks, the Federal Reserve, as the primary federal regulator of member banks, and the FDIC, as
administrator of the DIF.

Deposit Insurance. As an FDIC-insured institution, the Bank is required to pay deposit insurance premium
assessments to the FDIC. The FDIC has adopted a risk-based assessment system whereby FDIC-insured depository
institutions pay insurance premiums at rates based on their risk classification. An institution’s risk classification is
assigned based on its capital levels and the level of supervisory concern the institution poses to the regulators. For
deposit insurance assessment purposes, an insured depository institution is placed in one of four risk categories each
quarter. An institution’s assessment is determined by multiplying its assessment rate by its assessment base. The total
base assessment rates range from 2.5 basis points to 45 basis points. While in the past an insured depository
institution’s assessment base was determined by its deposit base, amendments to the Federal Deposit Insurance Act
revised the assessment base so that it is calculated using average consolidated total assets minus average tangible
equity. This change shifted the burden of deposit insurance premiums toward those large depository institutions that
rely on funding sources other than U.S. deposits.

The FDIC has authority to raise or lower assessment rates on insured deposits in order to achieve statutorily required
reserve ratios in the DIF and to impose special additional assessments. In light of the significant increase in depository
institution failures in 2008-2010 and the increase of deposit insurance limits, the DIF incurred substantial losses
during recent years. To bolster reserves in the DIF, the Dodd-Frank Act increased the minimum reserve ratio of the
DIF to 1.35% of insured deposits and deleted the statutory cap for the reserve ratio. In December 2010, the FDIC set
the designated reserve ratio at 2%, 65 basis points above the statutory minimum. At least semi-annually, the FDIC will
update its loss and income projections for the DIF and, if needed, will increase or decrease the assessment rates,
following notice and comment on proposed rulemaking. As a result, the Bank’s FDIC deposit insurance premiums
could increase.

FICO Assessments. In addition to paying basic deposit insurance assessments, insured depository institutions must
pay Financing Corporation (“FICO”) assessments. FICO is a mixed-ownership governmental corporation chartered by
the former Federal Home Loan Bank Board pursuant to the Competitive Equality Banking Act of 1987 to function as
a financing vehicle for the recapitalization of the former Federal Savings and Loan Insurance Corporation. FICO
issued 30-year noncallable bonds of approximately $8.1 billion that mature in 2017 through 2019. FICO’s authority to
issue bonds ended on December 12, 1991. Since 1996, federal legislation has required that all FDIC-insured
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depository institutions pay assessments to cover interest payments on FICO’s outstanding obligations. The FICO
assessment rate is adjusted quarterly and for the fourth quarter of 2014 was approximately 0.620 basis points (62 cents
per $100 of assessable deposits).

Supervisory Assessments. All Indiana banks are required to pay supervisory assessments to the DFI to fund the
operations of the DFI. The amount of the assessment is calculated on the basis of the bank’s total assets. During the
year ended December 31, 2014, the Bank paid supervisory assessments to the DFI totaling $224,000.

Capital Requirements. Banks are generally required to maintain capital levels in excess of other businesses. For a
discussion of capital requirements, see “—The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital” above.

Liquidity Requirements. Liquidity is a measure of the ability and ease with which bank assets may be converted to
cash. Liquid assets are those that can be converted to cash quickly if needed to meet financial obligations. To remain
viable, financial institutions must have enough liquid assets to meet their near-term obligations, such as withdrawals
by depositors. Because the global financial crisis was in part a liquidity crisis, Basel III also included a liquidity
framework that requires financial institutions to measure their liquidity against specific liquidity tests. One test,
referred to as the Liquidity Coverage Ratio (“LCR”), is designed to ensure that the banking entity has an adequate stock
of unencumbered high-quality liquid assets that can be converted easily and immediately in private markets into cash
to meet liquidity needs for a 30-calendar day liquidity stress scenario. The other test, known as the Net Stable Funding
Ratio (“NSFR”), is designed to promote more medium- and long-term funding of the assets and activities of financial
institutions over a one-year horizon. These tests provide an incentive for banks and holding companies to increase
their holdings in Treasury securities and other sovereign debt as a component of assets, increase the use of long-term
debt as a funding source and rely on stable funding like core deposits (in lieu of brokered deposits).
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In addition to liquidity guidelines already in place, the U.S. bank regulatory agencies implemented the LCR in
September 2014, which requires large financial firms to hold levels of liquid assets sufficient to protect against
constraints on their funding during times of financial turmoil. While the LCR only applies to the largest banking
organizations in the country, certain elements are expected to filter down to all insured depository institutions. The
Company and the Bank are reviewing their liquidity risk management policies in light of the LCR and NSFR.

Dividend Payments. The primary source of funds for the Company is dividends from the Bank. Indiana law prohibits
the Bank from paying dividends in an amount greater than its undivided profits. The Bank is required to obtain the
approval of the DFI for the payment of any dividend if the total of all dividends declared by the Bank during the
calendar year, including the proposed dividend, would exceed the sum of the Bank’s net income for the year-to-date
combined with its retained net income for the previous two years. Indiana law defines “retained net income” to mean the
net income of a specified period, calculated under the consolidated report of income instructions, less the total amount
of all dividends declared for the specified period. The Federal Reserve Act also imposes limitations on the amount of
dividends that may be paid by state member banks, such as the Bank. Without Federal Reserve approval, a state
member bank may not pay dividends in any calendar year that, in the aggregate, exceed the bank’s calendar

year-to-date net income plus the bank’s retained net income for the two preceding calendar years.

The payment of dividends by any financial institution is affected by the requirement to maintain adequate capital
pursuant to applicable capital adequacy guidelines and regulations, and a financial institution generally is prohibited
from paying any dividends if, following payment thereof, the institution would be undercapitalized. As described
above, the Bank exceeded its minimum capital requirements under applicable guidelines as of December 31, 2014. As
of December 31, 2014, approximately $59.6 million was available to be paid as dividends by the Bank.
Notwithstanding the availability of funds for dividends, however, the Federal Reserve may prohibit the payment of
dividends by the Bank if it determines such payment would constitute an unsafe or unsound practice. In addition,
under the Basel III Rule, institutions that seek the freedom to pay dividends will have to maintain 2.5% in Common
Equity Tier 1 attributable to the capital conservation buffer to be phased in over three years beginning in 2016. See
“—The Increasing Regulatory Emphasis on Capital” above.

Insider Transactions. The Bank is subject to certain restrictions imposed by federal law on “covered transactions”
between the Bank and its “affiliates”. The Company is an affiliate of the Bank for purposes of these restrictions, and
covered transactions subject to the restrictions include extensions of credit to the Company, investments in the stock
or other securities of the Company and the acceptance of the stock or other securities of the Company as collateral for
loans made by the Bank. The Dodd-Frank Act enhances the requirements for certain transactions with affiliates as of
July 21, 2011, including an expansion of the definition of “covered transactions” and an increase in the amount of time
for which collateral requirements regarding covered transactions must be maintained.

Certain limitations and reporting requirements are also placed on extensions of credit by the Bank to its directors and
officers, to directors and officers of the Company and its subsidiaries, to principal shareholders of the Company and to
“related interests” of such directors, officers and principal shareholders. In addition, federal law and regulations may
affect the terms upon which any person who is a director or officer of the Company or the Bank, or a principal
shareholder of the Company, may obtain credit from banks with which the Bank maintains a correspondent
relationship.

Safety and Soundness Standards/Risk Management. The federal banking agencies have adopted guidelines that
establish operational and managerial standards to promote the safety and soundness of federally insured depository
institutions. The guidelines set forth standards for internal controls, information systems, internal audit systems, loan
documentation, credit underwriting, interest rate exposure, asset growth, compensation, fees and benefits, asset quality
and earnings.
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In general, the safety and soundness guidelines prescribe the goals to be achieved in each area, and each financial
institution is responsible for establishing its own procedures to achieve those goals. If a financial institution fails to
comply with any of the standards set forth in the guidelines, the financial institution’s primary federal regulator may
require the financial institution to submit a plan for achieving and maintaining compliance. If a financial institution
fails to submit an acceptable compliance plan, or fails in any material respect to implement a compliance plan that has
been accepted by its primary federal regulator, the regulator is required to issue an order directing the financial
institution to cure the deficiency. Until the deficiency cited in the regulator’s order is cured, the regulator may restrict
the financial institution’s rate of growth, require the financial institution to increase its capital, restrict the rates the
financial institution pays on deposits or require the financial institution to take any action the regulator deems
appropriate under the circumstances. Noncompliance with the standards established by the safety and soundness
guidelines may also constitute grounds for other enforcement action by the federal bank regulatory agencies, including
cease and desist orders and civil money penalty assessments.
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During the past decade, the bank regulatory agencies have increasingly emphasized the importance of sound risk
management processes and strong internal controls when evaluating the activities of the financial institutions they
supervise. Properly managing risks has been identified as critical to the conduct of safe and sound banking activities
and has become even more important as new technologies, product innovation, and the size and speed of financial
transactions have changed the nature of banking markets. The agencies have identified a spectrum of risks facing a
banking institution including, but not limited to, credit, market, liquidity, operational, legal, and reputational risk. In
particular, recent regulatory pronouncements have focused on operational risk, which arises from the potential that
inadequate information systems, operational problems, breaches in internal controls, fraud, or unforeseen catastrophes
will result in unexpected losses. New products and services, third-party risk management and cyber-security are
critical sources of operational risk that financial institutions are expected to address in the current environment. The
Bank is expected to have active board and senior management oversight; adequate policies, procedures and limits;
adequate risk measurement, monitoring and management information systems; and comprehensive internal controls.

Branching Authority. Indiana banks, such as the Bank, have the authority under Indiana law to establish branches
anywhere in the State of Indiana, subject to receipt of all required regulatory approvals.

Federal law permits state and national banks to merge with banks in other states subject to: (i) regulatory approval; (ii)
federal and state deposit concentration limits; and (iii) state law limitations requiring the merging bank to have been in
existence for a minimum period of time (not to exceed five years) prior to the merger. The establishment of new
interstate branches has historically been permitted only in those states the laws of which expressly authorize such
expansion. The Dodd-Frank Act permits well-capitalized and well-managed banks to establish new interstate branches
or the acquisition of individual branches of a bank in another state (rather than the acquisition of an out-of-state bank
in its entirety) without impediments.

State Bank Investments and Activities. The Bank is permitted to make investments and engage in activities directly or
through subsidiaries as authorized by Indiana law. However, under federal law, FDIC-insured state banks are
prohibited, subject to certain exceptions, from making or retaining equity investments of a type, or in an amount, that
are not permissible for a national bank. Federal law also prohibits FDIC-insured state banks and their subsidiaries,
subject to certain exceptions, from engaging as principal in any activity that is not permitted for a national bank unless
the bank meets, and continues to meet, its minimum regulatory capital requirements and the FDIC determines that the
activity would not pose a significant risk to the DIF. These restrictions have not had, and are not currently expected to
have, a material impact on the operations of the Bank.

Transaction Account Reserves. Federal Reserve regulations require insured depository institutions to maintain
reserves against their transaction accounts (primarily NOW and regular checking accounts). For 2015: the first $14.5
million of otherwise reservable balances are exempt from the reserve requirements; for transaction accounts
aggregating more than $14.5 million to $103.6 million, the reserve requirement is 3% of total transaction accounts;
and for net transaction accounts in excess of $103.6 million, the reserve requirement is $2,673,000 plus 10% of the
aggregate amount of total transaction accounts in excess of $103.6 million. These reserve requirements are subject to
annual adjustment by the Federal Reserve.

Federal Home Loan Bank System. The Bank is a member of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianapolis (the
“FHLB”), which serves as a central credit facility for its members. The FHLB is funded primarily from proceeds from
the sale of obligations of the FHLB system. It makes loans to member banks in the form of FHLB advances. All
advances from the FHLB are required to be fully collateralized as determined by the FHLB.

Community Reinvestment Act Requirements. The Community Reinvestment Act requires the Bank to have a
continuing and affirmative obligation in a safe and sound manner to help meet the credit needs of its entire
community, including low- and moderate-income neighborhoods. Federal regulators regularly assess the Bank’s record
of meeting the credit needs of its communities. Applications for additional acquisitions would be affected by the
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evaluation of the Bank’s effectiveness in meeting its Community Reinvestment Act requirements.

Anti-Money Laundering. The Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to
Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001 (the “Patriot Act”) is designed to deny terrorists and criminals the ability
to obtain access to the U.S. financial system and has significant implications for depository institutions, brokers,
dealers and other businesses involved in the transfer of money. The Patriot Act mandates financial services companies
to have policies and procedures with respect to measures designed to address any or all of the following matters: (i)
customer identification programs; (ii) money laundering; (iii) terrorist financing; (iv) identifying and reporting
suspicious activities and currency transactions; (v) currency crimes; and (vi) cooperation between financial institutions
and law enforcement authorities.

Concentrations in Commercial Real Estate. Concentration risk exists when financial institutions deploy too many
assets to any one industry or segment. Concentration stemming from commercial real estate is one area of regulatory
concern. The interagency Concentrations in Commercial Real Estate Lending, Sound Risk Management Practices
guidance (“CRE Guidance”) provides supervisory criteria, including the following numerical indicators, to assist bank
examiners in identifying banks with potentially significant commercial real estate loan concentrations that may
warrant greater supervisory scrutiny: (i) commercial real estate loans exceeding 300% of capital and increasing 50%
or more in the preceding three years; or (ii) construction and land development loans exceeding 100% of capital. The
CRE Guidance does not limit banks’ levels of commercial real estate lending activities, but rather guides institutions in
developing risk management practices and levels of capital that are commensurate with the level and nature of their
commercial real estate concentrations. Based on the Bank’s loan portfolio, the Bank does not exceed these guidelines.
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The historical structure of federal consumer protection regulation applicable to all providers of consumer financial
products and services changed significantly on July 21, 2011, when the CFPB commenced operations to supervise and
enforce consumer protection laws. The CFPB has broad rulemaking authority for a wide range of consumer protection
laws that apply to all providers of consumer products and services, including the Bank, as well as the authority to
prohibit “unfair, deceptive or abusive” acts and practices. The CFPB has examination and enforcement authority over
providers with more than $10 billion in assets. Banks and savings institutions with $10 billion or less in assets, like the
Bank, will continue to be examined by their applicable bank regulators.

Because abuses in connection with residential mortgages were a significant factor contributing to the financial crisis,
many new rules issued by the CFPB and required by the Dodd-Frank Act address mortgage and mortgage-related
products, their underwriting, origination, servicing and sales. The Dodd-Frank Act significantly expanded
underwriting requirements applicable to loans secured by 1-4 family residential real property and augmented federal
law combating predatory lending practices. In addition to numerous disclosure requirements, the Dodd-Frank Act
imposed new standards for mortgage loan originations on all lenders, including banks and savings associations, in an
effort to strongly encourage lenders to verify a borrower’s ability to repay, while also establishing a presumption of
compliance for certain “qualified mortgages”. In addition, the Dodd-Frank Act generally required lenders or securitizers
to retain an economic interest in the credit risk relating to loans that the lender sells, and other asset-backed securities
that the securitizer issues, if the loans do not comply with the ability-to-repay standards described below. The risk
retention requirement generally is 5%, but could be increased or decreased by regulation. The Bank does not currently
expect the CFPB’s rules to have a significant impact on its operations, except for higher compliance costs.

Ability-to-Repay Requirement and Qualified Mortgage Rule. On January 10, 2013, the CFPB issued a final rule
implementing the Dodd-Frank Act’s ability-to-repay requirements. Under the final rule, lenders, in assessing a
borrower’s ability to repay a mortgage-related obligation, must consider eight underwriting factors: (i) current or
reasonably expected income or assets; (ii) current employment status; (iii) monthly payment on the subject
transaction; (iv) monthly payment on any simultaneous loan; (v) monthly payment for all mortgage-related
obligations; (vi) current debt obligations, alimony and child support; (vii) monthly debt-to-income ratio or residual
income; and (viii) credit history. The final rule also includes guidance regarding the application of, and methodology
for evaluating, these factors.

Further, the final rule clarified that qualified mortgages do not include “no-doc” loans and loans with negative
amortization, interest-only payments, balloon payments, terms in excess of 30 years, or points and fees paid by the
borrower that exceed 3% of the loan amount, subject to certain exceptions. In addition, for qualified mortgages, the
rule mandated that the monthly payment be calculated on the highest payment that will occur in the first five years of
the loan, and required that the borrower’s total debt-to-income ratio generally may not be more than 43%. The final
rule also provided that certain mortgages that satisfy the general product feature requirements for qualified mortgages
and that also satisfy the underwriting requirements of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac (while they operate under federal
conservatorship or receivership), or the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Department of
Veterans Affairs, or Department of Agriculture or Rural Housing Service, are also considered to be qualified
mortgages. This second category of qualified mortgages will phase out as the aforementioned federal agencies issue
their own rules regarding qualified mortgages, the conservatorship of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac ends, and, in any
event, after seven years.

As set forth in the Dodd-Frank Act, subprime (or higher-priced) mortgage loans are subject to the ability-to-repay
requirement, and the final rule provided for a rebuttable presumption of lender compliance for those loans. The final
rule also applied the ability-to-repay requirement to prime loans, while also providing a conclusive presumption of
compliance (i.e., a safe harbor) for prime loans that are also qualified mortgages. Additionally, the final rule generally
prohibited prepayment penalties (subject to certain exceptions) and set forth a 3-year record retention period with
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respect to documenting and demonstrating the ability-to-repay requirement and other provisions.

Mortgage Loan Originator Compensation. As a part of the overhaul of mortgage origination practices, mortgage loan
originators’ compensation was limited such that they may no longer receive compensation based on a mortgage
transaction’s terms or conditions other than the amount of credit extended under the mortgage loan. Further, the total
points and fees that a bank and/or a broker may charge on conforming and jumbo loans was limited to 3.0% of the
total loan amount. Mortgage loan originators may receive compensation from a consumer or from a lender, but not
both. These rules contain requirements designed to prohibit mortgage loan originators from “steering” consumers to
loans that provide mortgage loan originators with greater compensation. In addition, the rules contain other
requirements concerning recordkeeping.

Servicing. The CFPB was also required to implement certain provisions of the Dodd-Frank Act relating to mortgage
servicing through rulemaking. The servicing rules require servicers to meet certain benchmarks for loan servicing and
customer service in general. Servicers must provide periodic billing statements and certain required notices and
acknowledgments, promptly credit borrowers’ accounts for payments received and promptly investigate complaints by
borrowers and are required to take additional steps before purchasing insurance to protect the lender’s interest in the
property. The servicing rules also called for additional notice, review and timing requirements with respect to
delinquent borrowers, including early intervention, ongoing access to servicer personnel and specific loss mitigation
and foreclosure procedures. The rules provided for an exemption from most of these requirements for “small servicers”.
A small servicer is defined as a loan servicer that services 5,000 or fewer mortgage loans and services only mortgage
loans that they or an affiliate originated or own.
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Monetary Policy. The monetary policy of the Federal Reserve has a significant effect on the operating results of
financial or bank holding companies and their subsidiaries. Among the tools available to the Federal Reserve to affect
the money supply are open market transactions in U.S. government securities, changes in the discount rate on member
bank borrowings and changes in reserve requirements against member bank deposits. These means are used in varying
combinations to influence overall growth and distribution of bank loans, investments and deposits, and their use may
affect interest rates charged on loans or paid on deposits.

The Volcker Rule. In addition to other implications of the Dodd-Frank Act discussed above, the Act amended the
BHCA to require the federal regulatory agencies to adopt rules that prohibit banking entities and their affiliates from
engaging in proprietary trading and investing in and sponsoring certain unregistered investment companies (defined as
hedge funds and private equity funds). This statutory provision is commonly called the “Volcker Rule.” On December
10, 2013, the federal regulatory agencies issued final rules to implement the prohibitions required by the Volcker
Rule. Thereafter, in reaction to industry concern over the adverse impact to community banks of the treatment of
certain collateralized debt instruments in the final rule, the federal regulatory agencies approved an interim final rule
to permit financial institutions to retain interests in collateralized debt obligations backed primarily by trust preferred
securities (“TruPS CDOs”) from the investment prohibitions contained in the final rule. Under the interim final rule, the
regulatory agencies permitted the retention of an interest in or sponsorship of covered funds by banking entities if the
following qualifications were met: (i) the TruPS CDO was established, and the interest was issued, before May 19,
2010; (ii) the banking entity reasonably believes that the offering proceeds received by the TruPS CDO were invested
primarily in qualifying TruPS collateral; and (iii) the banking entity's interest in the TruPS CDO was acquired on or
before December 10, 2013.

Although the Volcker Rule has significant implications for many large financial institutions, the Company does not
currently anticipate that it will have a material effect on the operations of the Company or the Bank, particularly as the
Company does not own any TruPS CDOs. The Company may incur costs if it is required to adopt additional policies
and systems to ensure compliance with certain provisions of the Volcker Rule, but any such costs are not expected to
be material.

ITEM 1A. RISK FACTORS

In addition to the other information in this Annual Report on Form 10-K, stockholders or prospective investors should
carefully consider the following risk factors:

A downturn in the general economic or business conditions, where our business is concentrated, could have an
adverse effect on our business, results of operations and financial condition.

We operate branch offices in five geographical markets concentrated in Northern Indiana and three full service offices
in Central Indiana in the Indianapolis market. We have divided our Northern Indiana markets into four distinct
regions, the North Region, the South Region, the East Region and the West Region. Our most mature market, the
South Region, includes Kosciusko County and portions of contiguous counties. The Bank was founded in this market
in 1872. Warsaw is this region’s primary city. The Bank entered the North Region in 1990, which includes portions of
Elkhart and St. Joseph counties. This region includes the cities of Elkhart and South Bend. The Central Region
includes portions of Elkhart County and contiguous counties and is anchored by the city of Goshen. The North and
Central regions represent relatively older markets for us with nearly 25 years of business activity. We entered the East
Region in 1999, which includes Allen and DeKalb counties. Fort Wayne represents the primary city in this market.
We have experienced rapid commercial loan growth in this market over the past 14 years. We entered the Indianapolis
market in 2006 with the opening of a loan production office in Hamilton County and opened a full service retail and
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commercial branch in late 2011. We opened a second office in the Indianapolis market in January 2014 and a third in
December 2014.

Our success depends upon the business activity, population, income levels, deposits and real estate activity in these
markets. Although our customers’ business and financial interests may extend well beyond these market areas, adverse
economic conditions that affect these market areas could reduce our growth rate, affect the ability of our customers to
repay their loans to us and generally affect our financial condition and results of operations. A severe economic
downturn began in late 2007 that had broad based impact throughout the United States on the national economy.
During the downturn, certain areas of our geographical markets experienced notably worse economic conditions than
those suffered by the country at-large. Weak economic conditions were characterized by, among other indicators,
deflation, unemployment, fluctuations in debt and equity capital markets, increased delinquencies on mortgage,
commercial and consumer loans, residential and commercial real estate price declines and lower home sales and
commercial activity. All of those factors are generally detrimental to our business. While conditions have improved
and there have been indications of economic growth both nationally and within our geographic area, the lingering
impact of this downturn continues to represent a risk to our business.

As reported for December 2014, the 14 counties in which we operate had unemployment rates between 4.1% and
6.4%, which represent a considerable improvement from prior years. If the overall economic climate in the United
States, generally, and our market areas, specifically, fails to continue to improve, our financial condition and the
results of operations could be affected, including the volume of loan originations, increase the level of nonperforming
assets, increase the rate of foreclosure losses on loans and reduce the value of our loans and loan servicing portfolio.
Additionally, we could experience a lack of demand for our products and services, an increase in loan delinquencies
and defaults and high or increased levels of problem assets and foreclosures. Moreover, because of our geographic
concentration, we are less able than other regional or national financial institutions to diversify our credit risks across
multiple markets.
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If we do not effectively manage our credit risk, we may experience increased levels of nonperforming loans, charge -
offs and delinquencies, which could require further increase in our provision for loan losses.

There are risks inherent in making any loan, including risks inherent in dealing with individual borrowers, risks of
nonpayment, risks resulting from uncertainties as to the future value of collateral and risks resulting from changes in
economic and industry conditions. We attempt to minimize our credit risk through prudent loan application approval
procedures, careful monitoring of the concentration of our loans within specific industries, a centralized credit
administration department and periodic independent reviews of outstanding loans by our loan review department.
However, we cannot make assurances that such approval and monitoring procedures will reduce these credit risks. If
the overall economic climate in the United States, generally, and our market areas, specifically, does not continue to
improve, or even if it does, our borrowers may experience difficulties in repaying their loans, and the level of
nonperforming loans, charge-offs and delinquencies could rise and require increases in the provision for loan losses,
which would cause our net income and return on equity to decrease.

Commercial and industrial and agri-business loans make up a significant portion of our loan portfolio.

Commercial and industrial and agri-business loans were $1.309 billion, or approximately 47.4% of our total loan
portfolio, as of December 31, 2014. Commercial loans are often larger and involve greater risks than other types of
lending. Because payments on such loans are often dependent on the successful operation of the borrower involved,
repayment of such loans is often more sensitive than other types of loans to adverse conditions in the general
economy. Our commercial loans are primarily made based on the identified cash flow of the borrower and secondarily
on the underlying collateral provided by the borrower. Most often, this collateral is accounts receivable, inventory,
machinery or real estate. Whenever possible, we require a personal guarantee on commercial loans. Credit support
provided by the borrower for most of these loans and the probability of repayment is based on the liquidation of the
pledged collateral and enforcement of a personal guarantee, if any exists. As a result, in the case of loans secured by
accounts receivable, the availability of funds for the repayment of these loans may be substantially dependent on the
ability of the borrower to collect amounts due from its customers. The collateral securing other loans may depreciate
over time, may be difficult to appraise and may fluctuate in value based on the success of the business. Due to the
larger average size of each commercial loan as compared with other loans such as residential loans, as well as
collateral that is generally less readily-marketable, losses incurred on a small number of commercial loans could
adversely affect our business, results of operations and growth prospects.

Our loan portfolio includes commercial real estate loans, which involve risks specific to real estate value.

Commercial real estate loans were $1.026 billion, or approximately 37.1% of our total loan portfolio, as of December
31, 20143. The market value of real estate can fluctuate significantly in a short period of time as a result of market
conditions in the geographic area in which the real estate is located. Although a significant portion of such loans are
secured by real estate as a secondary form of collateral, continued adverse developments affecting real estate values in
one or more of our markets could increase the credit risk associated with our loan portfolio. Additionally, real estate
lending typically involves higher loan principal amounts and the repayment of the loans generally is dependent, in
large part, on sufficient income from the properties securing the loans to cover operating expenses and debt service.
Economic events or governmental regulations outside of the control of the borrower or lender could negatively impact
the future cash flow and market values of the affected properties.

If the loans that are collateralized by real estate become troubled and the value of the real estate has been significantly
impaired, then we may not be able to recover the full contractual amount of principal and interest that we anticipated
at the time of originating the loan, which could cause us to increase our provision for loan losses and adversely affect
our operating results and financial condition.

Our consumer loans generally have a higher degree of risk of default than our other loans.
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At December 31, 2014, consumer loans totaled $49.5 million, or 1.8% of our total loan and lease portfolio. Consumer
loans typically have shorter terms and lower balances with higher yields as compared to commercial loans, but
generally carry higher risks of default. Consumer loan collections are dependent on the borrower’s continuing financial
stability, and thus are more likely to be affected by adverse personal circumstances. Furthermore, the application of
various federal and state laws, including bankruptcy and insolvency laws, may limit the amount which can be
recovered on these loans.

15

29



Edgar Filing: LAKELAND FINANCIAL CORP - Form 10-K

Table of Contents
Our continued pace of growth may require us to raise additional capital in the future, but that capital may not be
available when it is needed.

We are required by federal and state regulatory authorities to maintain adequate levels of capital to support our
operations. We may at some point need to raise additional capital to support our continued growth. Our ability to raise
additional capital depends on conditions in the capital markets, economic conditions and a number of other factors,
including investor perceptions regarding the banking industry, market conditions and governmental activities, and on
our financial condition and performance. Accordingly, we cannot make assurances of our ability to raise additional
capital, if needed, on terms acceptable to us. If we cannot raise additional capital when needed, our ability to further
expand our operations through internal growth or acquisitions could be materially impaired.

Interest rate shifts may reduce net interest income and otherwise negatively impact our financial condition and results
of operations.

Shifts in short-term interest rates may reduce net interest income, which is the principal component of our earnings.
Net interest income is the difference between the amounts received by us on our interest-earning assets and the interest
paid by us on our interest-bearing liabilities. When interest rates rise, the rate of interest we pay on our liabilities rises
more quickly than the rate of interest that we receive on our interest-bearing assets, which may cause our profits to
decrease. The impact on earnings is more adverse when the slope of the yield curve flattens, i.e. when short-term
interest rates increase more than long-term interest rates or when long-term interest rates decrease more than
short-term interest rates.

Interest rate increases often result in larger payment requirements for our borrowers, which increases the potential for
default. At the same time, the marketability of the underlying property may be adversely affected by any reduced
demand resulting from higher interest rates. In a declining interest rate environment, there may be an increase in
prepayments on the loans underlying our participation interests as borrowers refinance their mortgages at lower rates.

Changes in interest rates also can affect the value of loans, securities and other assets. An increase in interest rates that
adversely affects the ability of borrowers to pay the principal or interest on loans may lead to an increase in
nonperforming assets and a reduction of income recognized, which could have a material adverse effect on our results
of operations and cash flows. Thus, an increase in the amount of nonperforming assets would have an adverse impact
on net interest income.

If short-term interest rates remain at their historically low levels for a prolonged period, and assuming long-term
interest rates fall further, we could experience net interest margin compression as our interest-earning assets would
continue to reprice downward while our interest bearing liability rates could fail to decline in tandem. This would
have a material adverse effect on our net interest income and our results of operations.

We must effectively manage credit risk and if we are unable to do so our allowance for loan losses may prove to be
insufficient to absorb potential losses in our loan portfolio.

We establish our allowance for loan losses and maintain it at a level considered adequate by management to absorb
probable incurred loan losses that are inherent in the portfolio. The allowance contains provisions for probable
incurred losses that have been identified relating to specific borrowing relationships, as well as probable losses
inherent in the loan portfolio and credit undertakings that are not specifically identified. Additions to the allowance for
loan losses, which are charged to earnings through the provision for loan losses, are determined based on a variety of
factors, including an analysis of the loan portfolio, historical loss experience and an evaluation of current economic
conditions in our market areas. The actual amount of loan losses is affected by changes in economic, operating and
other conditions within our markets, which may be beyond our control, and such losses may exceed current estimates.
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At December 31, 2014, our allowance for loan losses as a percentage of total loans was 1.67% and as a percentage of
total nonperforming loans was 338%. Because of the nature of our loan portfolio and our concentration in commercial
and industrial loans, which tend to be larger loans, the movement of a small number of loans to nonperforming status
can have a significant impact on these ratios. Although management believes that the allowance for loan losses is
adequate to absorb probable losses on any existing loans, we cannot predict loan losses with certainty and we cannot
assure you that our allowance for loan losses will prove sufficient to cover actual loan losses in the future. Loan losses
in excess of our reserves may adversely affect our business, results of operations and financial condition.

Nonperforming assets take significant time to resolve and adversely affect our results of operations and financial
condition and could result in further losses in the future.

Our nonperforming assets adversely affect our net income in various ways. We do not record interest income on
nonaccrual loans or other real estate owned, which adversely affects our net income and returns on assets and equity,
increases our loan administration costs and adversely affects our efficiency ratio. When we take collateral in
foreclosure and similar proceedings, we are required to mark the collateral to its then fair market value, which may
result in a loss. These nonperforming loans and other real estate owned also increase our risk profile and our
regulatory capital requirements may increase in light of such risks. The resolution of nonperforming assets requires
significant time commitments from management and can be detrimental to the performance of their other
responsibilities. If we experience increases in nonperforming loans and nonperforming assets, our net interest income
may be negatively impacted and our loan administration costs could increase, each of which could have an adverse
effect on our net income and related ratios, such as return on assets and equity.

16

31



Edgar Filing: LAKELAND FINANCIAL CORP - Form 10-K

Table of Contents
Liquidity risks could affect operations and jeopardize our business, results of operations and financial condition.

Liquidity is essential to our business. An inability to raise funds through deposits, borrowings, the sale of loans and
other sources could have a substantial, negative effect on our liquidity. Our primary sources of funds consist of cash
from operations, investment maturities and sales and deposits. Additional liquidity is provided by brokered deposits,
Certificate of Deposit Account Registry Service (“CDARS”) deposits, repurchase agreements as well as our ability to
borrow from the Federal Reserve and the FHLB. Our access to funding sources in amounts adequate to finance or
capitalize our activities or on terms that are acceptable to us could be impaired by factors that affect us directly or the
financial services industry or economy in general, such as disruptions in the financial markets or negative views and
expectations about the prospects for the financial services industry.

During the recent recession, the financial services industry and the credit markets generally were materially and
adversely affected by significant declines in asset values and historically depressed levels of liquidity. The liquidity
issues were also particularly acute for regional and community banks, as many of the larger financial institutions
curtailed their lending to regional and community banks to reduce their exposure to the risks of other banks. In
addition, many of the larger correspondent lenders reduced or even eliminated federal funds lines for their
correspondent customers. Furthermore, regional and community banks generally have less access to the capital
markets than national and super-regional banks because of their smaller size and limited analyst coverage. Although
availability has improved since the beginning of the recession, any decline in available funding, similar to the decline
experienced during the recession, could adversely impact our ability to originate loans, invest in securities, meet our
expenses, pay dividends to our stockholders, or fulfill obligations such as repaying our borrowings or meeting deposit
withdrawal demands, any of which could have a material adverse impact on our liquidity, business, results of
operations and financial condition.

Any action or steps to change coverages or eliminate Indiana’s Public Deposit Insurance Fund could require us to find
alternative, higher-cost funding sources to replace public fund deposits or to provide for collateralization of these
deposits.

Approximately 26% of our deposits are concentrated in public funds from a small number of municipalities and
government agencies. A shift in funding away from public fund deposits would likely increase our cost of funds, as
the alternate funding sources, such as brokered certificates of deposit, are higher-cost, less favorable deposits. The
inability to maintain these public funds on deposit could result in a material adverse effect on the Bank’s liquidity and
could materially impact our ability to grow and remain profitable.

Declines in asset values may result in impairment charges and adversely affect the value of our investments, financial
performance and capital.

We maintain an investment portfolio that includes, but is not limited to, mortgage-backed securities. The market value
of investments may be affected by factors other than the underlying performance of the servicer of the securities or the
mortgages underlying the securities, such as ratings downgrades, adverse changes in the business climate and a lack of
liquidity in the secondary market for certain investment securities. On a monthly basis, we evaluate investments and
other assets for impairment indicators. We may be required to record additional impairment charges if our investments
suffer a decline in value that is considered other-than-temporary. If we determine that a significant impairment has
occurred, we would be required to charge against earnings the credit-related portion of the other-than-temporary
impairment, which could have a material adverse effect on our results of operations in the periods in which the
write-offs occur.

We may experience difficulties in managing our growth, and our growth strategy involves risks that may negatively
impact our net income.
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In addition to our ongoing expansion in Indianapolis, we may expand into additional communities or attempt to
strengthen our position in our current markets through opportunistic acquisitions of all or part of other financial
institutions, including FDIC-assisted transactions, or by opening new branches. To the extent that we undertake
acquisitions or new branch openings, we are likely to experience the effects of higher operating expenses relative to
operating income from the new operations, which may have an adverse effect on our levels of reported net income,
return on average equity and return on average assets. Other effects of engaging in such growth strategies may include
potential diversion of our management’s time and attention and general disruption to our business.

To the extent that we grow through acquisitions and branch openings, we cannot assure you that we will be able to
adequately and profitably manage this growth. Acquiring other banks and businesses will involve similar risks to

those commonly associated with branching but may also involve additional risks, including:

. potential exposure to unknown or contingent liabilities of banks and businesses we acquire;

17

33



Edgar Filing: LAKELAND FINANCIAL CORP - Form 10-K

Table of Contents
eexposure to potential asset quality issues of the acquired bank or related business;

e difficulty and expense of integrating the operations and personnel of banks and businesses we acquire; and
o the possible loss of key employees and customers of the banks and businesses we acquire.
Attractive acquisition opportunities may not be available to us in the future.

We expect that other banking and financial service companies, many of which have significantly greater resources
than us, will compete with us in acquiring other financial institutions if we pursue such acquisitions. This competition
could increase prices for potential acquisitions that we believe are attractive. Also, acquisitions are subject to various
regulatory approvals. If we fail to receive the appropriate regulatory approvals, we will not be able to consummate an
acquisition that we believe is in our best interests. Among other things, our regulators consider our capital, liquidity,
profitability, regulatory compliance and levels of goodwill and intangibles when considering acquisition and
expansion proposals. Any acquisition could be dilutive to our earnings and stockholders’ equity per share of our
common stock.

Our accounting policies and methods are the basis for how we report our financial condition and results of operations,
and they may require management to make estimates about matters that are inherently uncertain.

Our accounting policies and methods are fundamental to how we record and report our financial condition and results
of operations. Our management must exercise judgment in selecting and applying many of these accounting policies
and methods in order to ensure they comply with GAAP and reflect management’s judgment as to the most appropriate
manner in which to record and report our financial condition and results of operations. In some cases, management
must select the accounting policy or method to apply from two or more alternatives, any of which might be reasonable
under the circumstances. The application of that chosen accounting policy or method might result in the Company
reporting different amounts than would have been reported under a different alternative. If management’s estimates or
assumptions are incorrect, the Company may experience material losses.

Management has identified two accounting policies as being “critical” to the presentation of the Company’s financial
condition and results of operations because they require management to make particularly subject and complex
judgments about matters that are inherently uncertain and because of the likelihood that materially different amounts
would be reported under different conditions or using different assumptions. These critical accounting policies relate
to: (1) determining the fair value and possible other than temporary impairment of investment securities available for
sale and (2) the allowance for loan losses. Because of the inherent uncertainty of these estimates, no assurance can be
given that the application of alternative policies or methods might not result in the reporting of different amounts of
the fair value of securities available for sale, or the allowance for loan losses and, accordingly, net income.

From time to time, the FASB and the SEC change the financial accounting and reporting standards or the
interpretation of those standards that govern the preparation of our external financial statements. These changes are
beyond our control, can be difficult to predict and could materially impact how we report our financial condition and
results of operations. Changes in these standards are continuously occurring, and given the current economic
environment, more drastic changes may occur. The implementation of such changes could have a material adverse
effect on our financial condition and results of operations.

We face intense competition in all phases of our business from other banks and financial institutions.
The banking and financial services business in our market is highly competitive. Our competitors include large
national and regional banks, local community banks, savings and loan associations, securities and brokerage

companies, mortgage companies, insurance companies, finance companies, money market mutual funds, credit
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unions, farm credit services and other nonbank financial service providers. Many of these competitors are not subject
to the same regulatory restrictions as we are and are able to provide customers with a feasible alternative to traditional
banking services.

Increased competition in our market may also result in a decrease in the amounts of our loans and deposits, reduced
spreads between loan rates and deposit rates or loan terms that are more favorable to the borrower. Any of these
results could have a material adverse effect on our ability to grow and remain profitable. If increased competition
causes us to significantly discount the interest rates we offer on loans or increase the amount we pay on deposits, our
net interest income could be adversely impacted. If increased competition causes us to relax our underwriting
standards, we could be exposed to higher losses from lending activities. Moreover, we rely on deposits to be a low
cost source of funding, and a loss in our deposit base could cause us to incur higher funding costs. Additionally, many
of our competitors are much larger in total assets and capitalization, have greater access to capital markets, possess
larger lending limits and offer a broader range of financial services than we can offer.
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The repeal of federal prohibitions on payment of interest on business demand deposits could increase our interest
expense and have a material adverse effect on us.

All federal prohibitions on the ability of financial institutions to pay interest on business demand deposit accounts
were repealed as part of the Dodd-Frank Act. As a result, some financial institutions have commenced offering
interest on these demand deposits to compete for customers. If competitive pressures require us to pay interest on
these demand deposits to attract and retain business customers, our interest expense would increase and our net
interest margin would decrease. This could have a material adverse effect on us. Further, the effect of the repeal of the
prohibition could be more significant in a higher interest rate environment as business customers would have a greater
incentive to seek interest on demand deposits.

We are required to maintain capital to meet regulatory requirements, and, if we fail to maintain sufficient capital,
whether due to losses, an inability to raise additional capital or otherwise, our financial condition, liquidity and results
of operations, as well as our ability to maintain regulatory compliance, would be adversely affected.

The Company, on a consolidated basis, and the Bank, on a stand-alone basis, must meet certain regulatory capital
requirements and maintain sufficient liquidity. We face significant capital and other regulatory requirements as a
financial institution, which were heightened with the implementation of the Basel III rule on January 1, 2015. Our
ability to raise additional capital depends on conditions in the capital markets, economic conditions and a number of
other factors, including investor perceptions regarding the banking industry, market conditions and governmental
activities and on our financial condition and performance. Accordingly, we cannot assure you that we will be able to
raise additional capital if needed or on terms acceptable to us. If we fail to maintain capital to meet regulatory
requirements, our financial condition, liquidity and results of operations would be materially and adversely affected.

Monetary policies and regulations of the Federal Reserve could adversely affect our business, financial condition and
results of operations.

In addition to being affected by general economic conditions, our earnings and growth are affected by the policies of
the Federal Reserve. An important function of the Federal Reserve is to regulate the money supply and credit
conditions. Among the instruments used by the Federal Reserve to implement these objectives are open market
operations in U.S. government securities, adjustments of the discount rate and changes in reserve requirements against
bank deposits. These instruments are used in varying combinations to influence overall economic growth and the
distribution of credit, bank loans, investments and deposits. Their use also affects interest rates charged on loans or
paid on deposits.

The monetary policies and regulations of the Federal Reserve have had a significant effect on the operating results of
commercial banks in the past and are expected to continue to do so in the future. The effects of such policies upon our
business, financial condition and results of operations cannot be predicted.

We may be materially and adversely affected by the highly regulated environment in which we operate.

We are subject to extensive federal and state regulation, supervision and examination. A more detailed description of
the primary federal and state banking laws and regulations that affect us is contained in the section of this Form 10-K
captioned “Supervision and Regulation.” Banking regulations are primarily intended to protect depositors’ funds, FDIC
funds, customers and the banking system as a whole, rather than our shareholders. These regulations affect our
lending practices, capital structure, investment practices, dividend policy and growth, among other things.
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As a bank holding company, we are subject to extensive regulation and supervision and undergo periodic
examinations by our regulators, who have extensive discretion and authority to prevent or remedy unsafe or unsound
practices or violations of law by banks and bank holding companies. Failure to comply with applicable laws,
regulations or policies could result in sanctions by regulatory agencies, civil monetary penalties and/or damage to our
reputation, which could have a material adverse effect on us. Although we have policies and procedures designed to
mitigate the risk of any such violations, there can be no assurance that such violations will not occur.

The laws, regulations, rules, standards, policies and interpretations governing us are constantly evolving and may
change significantly over time. For example, on July 21, 2010, the Dodd-Frank Act was signed into law, which
significantly changed the regulation of financial institutions and the financial services industry. The Dodd-Frank Act,
together with the regulations to be developed thereunder, includes provisions affecting large and small financial
institutions alike, including several provisions that affect how community banks, thrifts and small bank and thrift
holding companies will be regulated. In addition, the Federal Reserve, in recent years, has adopted numerous new
regulations addressing banks’ overdraft and mortgage lending practices. Further, the CFPB was recently established,
with broad powers to supervise and enforce consumer protection laws, and additional consumer protection legislation
and regulatory activity is anticipated in the near future.
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In addition, in July 2013, the U.S. federal banking authorities approved the implementation of the Basel III Rules. The
Basel III Rules are applicable to all U.S. banks that are subject to minimum capital requirements as well as to bank

and saving and loan holding companies, other than “small bank holding companies” (generally bank holding companies
with consolidated assets of less than $1 billion).

The Basel III Rules became effective on January 1, 2015, with a phase in period through 2019 for many of the
changes. The Basel III Rules not only increase most of the required minimum regulatory capital ratios, they introduce
a new Common Equity Tier 1 Capital ratio and the concept of a capital conservation buffer. The Basel III Rules also
expand the current definition of capital by establishing additional criteria that capital instruments must meet to be
considered Additional Tier 1 Capital (i.e., Tier 1 Capital in addition to Common Equity) and Tier 2 Capital. A number
of instruments that formerly qualified as Tier 1 Capital will not qualify or their qualifications will change when the
Basel III Rules are fully implemented. However, the Basel III Rules permit banking organizations with less than $15
billion in assets to retain, through a one-time election, the existing treatment for accumulated other comprehensive
income, which currently does not affect regulatory capital. The Basel III Rules have maintained the general structure
of the current prompt corrective action thresholds while incorporating the increased requirements, including the
Common Equity Tier 1 Capital ratio. In order to be a “well-capitalized” depository institution under the new regime, an
institution must maintain a Common Equity Tier 1 Capital ratio of 6.5% or more; a Tier 1 Capital ratio of 8% or more;
a Total Capital ratio of 10% or more; and a leverage ratio of 5% or more. Institutions must also maintain a capital
conservation buffer consisting of Common Equity Tier 1 Capital.

These provisions, as well as any other aspects of current or proposed regulatory or legislative changes to laws
applicable to the financial industry, may impact the profitability of our business activities and may change certain of
our business practices, including our ability to offer new products, obtain financing, attract deposits, make loans and
achieve satisfactory interest spreads and could expose us to additional costs, including increased compliance costs.
Although we are currently compliant with the Basel III Rules, these changes also may require us to invest significant
management attention and resources to make any necessary changes to operations in order to comply and could
therefore also materially and adversely affect our business, financial condition and results of operations.

Our ability to attract and retain management and key personnel and any damage to our reputation may affect future
growth and earnings.

Much of our success and growth has been influenced strongly by our ability to attract and retain management
experienced in banking and financial services and familiar with the communities in our market areas. Our ability to
retain the executive officers, management teams, branch managers and loan officers at the Bank will continue to be
important to the successful implementation of our strategy. It is also critical, as we grow, to be able to attract and
retain qualified additional management and loan officers with the appropriate level of experience and knowledge
about our market areas to implement our community-based operating strategy. The unexpected loss of services of any
key management personnel, or the inability to recruit and retain qualified personnel in the future, could have an
adverse effect on our business, results of operations and financial condition.

In addition, our business depends on earning and maintaining the trust of our customers and communities. Harm to
our reputation could arise from numerous sources, including employee misconduct, compliance failures, litigation or
our failure to deliver appropriate levels of service. If any events or circumstances occur which could undermine our
reputation, there can be no assurance that the additional costs and expenses we may incur as a result would not have
an adverse impact on our business.

We have a continuing need for technological change and we may not have the resources to effectively implement new
technology.
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The financial services industry is constantly undergoing rapid technological changes with frequent introductions of
new technology-driven products and services. In addition to better serving customers, the effective use of technology
increases efficiency and enables financial institutions to reduce costs. Our future success will depend in part upon our
ability to address the needs of our customers by using technology to provide products and services that will satisfy
customer demands for convenience as well as to create additional efficiencies in our operations as we continue to
grow and expand our market areas. Many of our larger competitors have substantially greater resources to invest in
technological improvements. As a result, they may be able to offer additional or superior products to those that we
will be able to offer, which would put us at a competitive disadvantage. Accordingly, we cannot provide assurances
that we will be able to effectively implement new technology-driven products and services or be successful in
marketing such products and services to our customers.
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The Company’s information systems may experience an interruption or breach in security and cyber-attacks, all if
which could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business.

The Company relies heavily on internal and outsourced technologies, communications, and information systems to
conduct its business. Additionally, in the normal course of business, the Company collects, processes and retains
sensitive and confidential information regarding our customers. As the Company’s reliance on technology has
increased, so have the potential risks of a technology-related operation interruption (such as disruptions in the
Company’s customer relationship management, general ledger, deposit, loan, or other systems) or the occurrence of a
cyber-attacks (such as unauthorized access to the Company’s systems). These risks have increased for all financial
institutions as new technologies, the use of the Internet and telecommunications technologies (including mobile
devices) to conduct financial and other business transactions and the increased sophistication and activities of
organized crime, perpetrators of fraud, hackers, terrorists and others. In addition to cyber-attacks or other security
breaches involving the theft of sensitive and confidential information, hackers recently have engaged in attacks
against large financial institutions, particularly denial of service attacks, that are designed to disrupt key business
services, such as customer-facing web sites. The Company is not able to anticipate or implement effective preventive
measures against all security breaches of these types, especially because the techniques used change frequently and
because attacks can originate from a wide variety of sources. However, applying guidance from FFIEC, the Company
has analyzed and will continue to analyze security related to device specific considerations, user access topics,
transaction-processing and network integrity.

The Company also faces risks related to cyber-attacks and other security breaches in connection with credit card and
debit card transactions that typically involve the transmission of sensitive information regarding the Company’s
customers through various third parties, including merchant acquiring banks, payment processors, payment card
networks and its processors. Some of these parties have in the past been the target of security breaches and
cyber-attacks, and because the transactions involve third parties and environments such as the point of sale that the
Company does not control or secure, future security breaches or cyber-attacks affecting any of these third parties
could impact the Company through no fault of its own, and in some cases it may have exposure and suffer losses for
breaches or attacks relating to them. Further cyber-attacks or other breaches in the future, whether affecting the
Company or others, could intensify consumer concern and regulatory focus and result in reduced use of payment cards
and increased costs, all of which could have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business. To the extent we are
involved in any future cyber-attacks or other breaches, the Company’s reputation could be affected, would could also
have a material adverse effect on the Company’s business, financial condition or results of operations.

We are subject to certain operational risks, including, but not limited to, customer or employee fraud and data
processing system failures and errors.

Employee errors and misconduct could subject us to financial losses or regulatory sanctions and seriously harm our
reputation. Misconduct by our employees could include hiding their own unauthorized activities from us, improper or
unauthorized activities on behalf of our customers or improper use of confidential information. It is not always
possible to prevent employee errors and misconduct, and the precautions we take to prevent and detect this activity
may not be effective in all cases. Employee errors could also subject us to financial claims for negligence, among
others.

We maintain a system of internal controls and insurance coverage to mitigate operational risks, including data
processing system failures and errors and customer or employee fraud. Should our internal controls fail to prevent or
detect an occurrence, or if any resulting loss is not insured or exceeds applicable insurance limits, it could have a
material adverse effect on our business, results of operations and financial condition.

The preparation of our consolidated financial statements requires us to make estimates and judgments, which are
subject to an inherent degree of uncertainty and which may differ from actual results.
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Our consolidated financial statements are prepared in accordance with GAAP and general reporting practices within
the financial services industry, which require us to make estimates and judgments that affect the reported amounts of
assets, liabilities, revenues and expenses and related disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities. Some accounting
policies, such as those pertaining to our allowance for loan losses and deferred tax asset and the necessity of any
related valuation allowance, require the application of significant judgment by management in selecting the
appropriate assumptions for calculating financial estimates. By their nature, these estimates and judgments are subject
to an inherent degree of uncertainty and actual results may differ from these estimates and judgments under different
assumptions or conditions, which may have a material adverse effect on our financial condition or results of
operations in subsequent periods.

We may be subject to a higher consolidated effective tax rate if there is a change in tax laws relating to LCB
Investments II, Inc. or if LCB Funding, Inc. fails to qualify as a real estate investment trust.

The Bank holds certain investment securities in its wholly-owned subsidiary LCB Investments II, Inc., which is
incorporated in Nevada. Pursuant to the State of Indiana’s current tax laws and regulations, we are not subject to
Indiana income tax for income earned through that subsidiary. If there are changes in Indiana’s tax laws or
interpretations thereof requiring us to pay state taxes for income generated by LCB Investments II, Inc., the resulting
tax consequences could increase our effective tax rate or cause us to have a tax liability for prior years.
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The Bank also holds certain commercial real estate loans, residential real estate loans and other loans in a real estate
investment trust through LCB Investments II, Inc. Qualification as a real estate investment trust involves application
of specific provisions of the Internal Revenue Code relating to various asset tests. If LCB Funding, Inc. fails to meet
any of the required provisions for real estate investment trusts, it could no longer qualify as a real estate investment
trust and the resulting tax consequences would increase our effective tax rate or cause us to have a tax liability for
prior years.

ITEM 1B. UNRESOLVED STAFF COMMENTS

We have no unresolved SEC staff comments.

ITEM 2. PROPERTIES

The Company is headquartered in the main office building of the Bank at 202 E. Center Street, Warsaw, Indiana. The
Company operates in 53 locations, 48 of which are owned by the Bank and five of which are leased from third parties.
In addition, the Company leases the real estate for its four freestanding ATM:s.

None of the Company’s assets are the subject of any material encumbrances.

ITEM 3. LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

There are no material pending legal proceedings other than ordinary routine litigation incidental to the business to
which the Company and the Bank are a party or of which any of their property is subject.

ITEM 4. MINE SAFETY DISCLOSURES
Not applicable.
PART II

ITEM 5. MARKET FOR REGISTRANT’S COMMON EQUITY, RELATED STOCKHOLDER MATTERS AND
ISSUER PURCHASES OF EQUITY SECURITIES

The quarterly high and low closing prices for the Company’s common stock and the cash dividends declared and paid

on that common stock are set forth in the table below.

2014 2013

42



