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Item 5. Other Events

The Company confirmed its guidance for the remaining quarters of 2004
(which was issued in a press release on January 7, 2004) and increased the full
year guidance of earnings per share to a range of $2.00 to $2.04 (including the
$0.60 GAAP earnings per share from the first quarter's actual results). The
earnings per share estimate is in the range of $1.96 to $2.00, excluding the
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$3.2 million, or $0.04 per diluted share, adjustment recorded during the first
quarter of 2004. The adjustment 1is nonrecurring and related to the Medicare
disproportionate share designation at one of the Company's hospitals.

On April 28, 2004, the Company signed an amendment to its Computer
Services & Data Processing Agreement with HCA Information Technology & Services,
Inc. extending these services through December 31, 2009. The amendment contains
a new flat fee structure, with no incremental fees for advanced clinical
applications, and discounts for new facilities that may be added to the system
following acquisition.
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