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Item 5. Other Events and Regulation FD Disclosure.

On February 7, 2002 Ecolab Inc. (the Company ) announced that it closed on the placement of Euro 300,000,000 aggregate principal amount of
5.375% Notes due 2007. The offered securities have not been registered under the Securities Act of 1933 or any state securities laws, and may
not be offered or sold in the United States without registration or an applicable exemption from registration requirements.

The net proceeds of the offering will be used to refinance existing debt of the Company.

A copy of the News Release issued by Ecolab is attached hereto as Exhibit (99).

Item 7. Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(©) Exhibits.

(99) Ecolab Inc. News Release dated February 7, 2002.

SIGNATURE

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

ECOLAB INC.
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By: /s/ Kenneth A. Iverson
Kenneth A. Iverson
Vice President and Secretary

Date: February 7, 2002
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EXHIBIT INDEX
EXHIBIT NO. DESCRIPTION METHOD OF FILING
99) Ecolab Inc. News Release Filed herewith

dated February 7, 2002 electronically.



